
Topic: Heroes of Faith - Isaac & Jacob 
 
Scripture text: Hebrews 11:20-21 
 
Submit by faith 
We may try to run away from God’s plan but we need to remember that no one will ever be able to 
do so. Isaac, in his desire to live by his own will to give blessings to his favourite son Esau first, shows 
that he tried to fight against the will of God as God had already said that “the elder shall serve the 
younger” (Genesis 25:23). However, we need to remember that God is in sovereign control of our 
lives and we ought to yield to His calling for us even though we may feel disgruntled. We should not 
have the mindset that there is something greater and better for us out there because only God 
knows what is best for us and He will give that to us if we submit ourselves to Him and His will. In the 
end, Isaac understood that he cannot go against the will of God and by faith, he willingly blessed 
Jacob first and Esau second. It is better to submit and willingly and cheerfully serve Him first, and not 
wait for God to chastise us and force us to submit to Him. 
 
Sacrifice by faith 
Jacob, by faith, did not give in to man’s desires, even if it means that he would displease his son 
Joseph. He deliberately gave blessings to Ephraim (Joseph’s younger son) first before Manasseh. 
Even if it means leaving our family or loved ones, we have to follow God’s will for us. It is the extent 
we have to go to obey His will, for it is written in Luke 14:26, “If any man come to me, and hate not 
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple”. 
 
Lastly, a way to live by faith is to remember your encounters with the Lord and how He has 
remembered you all the days of your life, even through the darkest of moments. 


